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THE FOOTE FAMILY. 

The following genealogy is derived chiefly from an old register of 
births, a copy of which was kindly furnished by Mrs. Stuart, of " Cedar 
Grove," King George county, Va.; the register of St. Paul's Parish, Staf- 
ford; a manuscript account of the family, prepared in 1838, by Robert 
Hord, of "Shady Grove," Caroline county, Va., for which I am in- 
debted to Rev. Arnold H. Hord, Holmesburg, Pa.; and wills, deeds, 
&c, recorded in Stafford, Prince William, and Fauquier counties, to- 
gether with a few notes from the records of other counties. 

The old register begins: " Richard Foote, son of John Foote, Gent., 
was born at Cardenham, in the county of Cornwall, the 10th day of Au- 
gust, An'o 1632. Was married the 19th day of Dec'r, 1657, to his be- 
loved wife Hester, the daughter of Nicholas Hayward, of London, Gro- 
cer, who was born in Alhallows Parish, the 24th day of March, 1639-40." 

The Footes were an old family in Cornwall. In Bnrk's Commoners, 
I, 372, in an account of a branch of the family which settled in Kent, it 
is stated that " this family [the Footes] possessed large estates in the 
county of Cornwall prior to 1420, but in consequence of a difference of 
opinion during the War of the Roses, the greater part was left to the 
younger branch." The arms of the Footes are: Vert, a chevron between 
3 martlets, argent. Crest: A lion's head erased. Motto: Pendentim. 

Samuel Foote, the famous actor and dramatist, was born in 1720, at 
Truro, Cornwall. He was the son of Samuel Foote (1679-1754), who 
entered the Inner Temple, 1697, and who was Mayor of Truro, and 
Member Parliament for Tiverton. 

Nicholas Hayward, the father of Mrs. Foote, carried on an extensive 
trade with Virginia. There is recorded in Northumberland county, a 
power of attorney, dated July 25, 1652, and another, recorded in the 
same county, dated October 18, 1655, from Nicholas Hayward, of Lon- 
don, merchant, to his "servant" [an example of the use of the word 
with the meaning of employee], Richard Foote, authorizing him to 
manage said Hayward's business in Virginia, and in case of his death, 
to Gifford Longe, and if he died, to Ferdinando Fairfax. There is 
another power of attorney from Hayward, dated September, 1659, an d 
recorded in Northumberland, to Nicholas Spencer, of London, mer- 
chant, and to Captain Samuel Tilghman, commander of the ship "called 
the Golden Fortune." In February, 1659, Ferdinando Fairfax, one of 
Mr. Hayward's agents, made a deposition in Northumberland county, 
in which he stated his age as 19 years. Nicholas Hayward, the elder, 
had several children; one Nicholas Hayward, of London, merchant and 
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notary public, who is so often mentioned in the letters of William Fitz- 
hugh, which have been published in this Magazine; another, name un- 
known, who came to Virginia and soon died; and a third, Samuel, who 
also settled in Virginia, and was clerk of Stafford county, and a member 
of the House of Burgesses. It is probable that Mrs. Martha Hayward, 
of Stafford county, sister of the immigrants John and Lawrence Wash- 
ington, whose will was published in the Nation, November 21, 1892, was 
the wife of Samuel Hayward. About 1689, Nicholas Hayward, the 
younger, together with his brother, Richard Foote, Robert Bristow (the 
last two, merchants, of London), and George Brent, of " Woodstock," 
in Virginia, purchased from the proprietors of the Northern Neck, 30,000 
acres of land, in the present Prince William county, then in Stafford, 
which they called Brent Town, or Brenton. Portions of this land long 
remained in the possession of the descendants of the four purchasers. 

There is on record in Prince William, a deed, dated August 31, 1741, 
from Samuel Hayward, " His Majesty's Counsul at all the Islands under 
the Venetian Government in the Levant, now residing in the Island of 
Zante," conveying to Henry Fitzhugh, of Stafford county, Va., gent., 
1,000 acres of the Brent Town tract. As Nicholas Hayward, the elder, 
was a member of the Grocers Company, it is probable that the records 
of that company would show his parentage. Richard Foote, the elder, 
was just twenty years old when he came to Virginia as agent for Nicho- 
las Hayward, and five years later, he attained what was in old London 
life the ideal of success and happiness; and which from Dick Whitting- 
ton to Lord Mayor Sir Thomas Osborne (ancestor of the Dukes of 
Leeds) and even later, to the time of Hogarth, was the highest reward 
for the young citizen — married his master's daughter. Nothing more is 
known of him, except that he appears to have become a successful mer- 
chant in London. 

Richard and Hester (Hayward) Foote had (as shown by the register) 
the following children : 

1. Susannah, was born the 13th day of August An'o, 1658, and died; 
2. Samuel, was born the 25th of January, 1639-60, and died the 27th of 
March, 1697, and was buried at Windsor; 3. Mary, was born the first of 
October, 1662, and was buried the 19th of May, Anno, 1664, in St. Ben- 
nett Sherehog Church; 4. John, was born the 27th of March, 1665, died 
the 20th of October, 1692, at Jamaica; 5. Richard [the first of the family 
to settle permanently in Virginia] was born the 31st of January, 1666; 6. 
Elizabeth, was born the 27th of October, 1668; 7. Mary, was born the 
10th of January, 1670, and died October following; 8. Hester, was born 
the 8th of December, died the 18th, and was buried the 19th, 1672; 9. 
George, was born the 22d October, and baptised the 6th of November, 
1673; 10. Sarah, was born the 22d October, 1675, baptised the 23d, and 
buried at St. Bennett Sherehog Church, 1675; n. Sarah, was born the 
27th of |une, and baptised the 9th of July, 1676; 12. Francis, was born 
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the 8th of January, and baptised 33d, 1678, and died the 1st April, 1697, 
and buried the 3d; 13. Henry, was born the 5th of July, and baptised the 
5th day, 1680; 14. Mathias, was born the 13th of December, 1683, and 
was baptised the same day; died 20th July, 1683. 

5. Richard* Foote, the younger, born January 31, 1666, came to Vir- 
ginia towards the end of the 17th century, and settled in Stafford county, 
where he died, March 21, 1729 (St. Raul's Register). On September 
30, 1 701, he was commissioned a justice of Stafford. Owing to the de- 
struction of the records of that county; but little can be learned concern- 
ing him. In November, 1702, the County Court ordered that " Mr. 
Richard Foote" be paid 860 pounds of tobacco for powder for pro- 
claiming the Queen at the same time Nathaniel Pope was paid 400 
pounds tobacco for reading the proclamation). His will was dated 
April 15, 1724, and though it was destroyed, is cited in a deed from 
Thomas Booth, Jr., of Gloucester, and Richard Foote, of Stafford, 
Prince William county, September 8, 1734; and in another, dated No- 
vember, 1762, and recorded in Fauquier, from Richard Foote, of Staf- 
ford. According to these deeds which do not give his wife's name), 
Richard* Foote had issue: 15. Richard; 1 16. George;* 17. John,* died 
without issue and unmarried (Mr. Hord's MS. gives this John Foote as 
ancestor of Hon. H. S. Foote, but the deed made by his brother Rich- 
ard in 1762, states that he died without issue, and that Richard was his 
heir); 18. Hester,* married John Grant, of Prince William, gent, and 
was dead before May 25, 1746, leaving a son William Grant, and a daugh- 
ter, Ann Grant (Deed, Pr. Wm. co.); 19. Elizabeth. 

15. Richard* Foote, of Stafford county, was born (according to a 
deposition) in 1704. He was a justice of Stafford, 1745, &c, and was 
alive there in 1762; but the exact date of his death is not known. He 

married, August 6, 1726, Katherine [her name is in the St. Paul's 

Register, but is illegible in the copy before me], and had issue, so far 
as the register shows: 20. Sarah,* born January 29, 1732, doubtless the 
Sarah Foote, who according to the same register) married November 
26, 1750, William Stuart; 21. John,* born November 30, 1735; 22. Kath- 
erine,* born November 24, 1740; 23. [name worn off] son, born 

October 3, 1743. 

[to be continued.] 



THE PRYOR FAMILY. 

On account of the destruction of county records, this account of the 
Pryors must be at present rather a collection of data than a connected 
and complete account of the family, though it is hoped the publication 
will elicit information which will enable it to be completed. 

The earliest land grant to one of the name is dated in 1689, to " Mr. 
Robert Pry or," for 309 acres at the head of Craney Creek, Ware Parish, 



